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The V. M. Carithers family rented 815 before moving to 725 Mclonald in the
1930s.

The Godfrey family bought the home frem Miss Wrighte. Neil Clark Godfrey was
an atternsy and became general ceunsel for the Arabian “merican 0il Company.

The Lester Murray Belden family purchased the home in 1964. My Belden ia
an attornmey with the firm of Andersen, McDonald and Belden, in Santa Resa. The
Belden's have three month old daughter, Cressey Joy.

The magnificient Irish Yew tree in the front garden at 815 was planted by the
builder, Dr. Wright, befere the turn of the century.

805

805 was originally two stories, with the first floor being the kitchen and
diming section, end containing guarters for the help. It predates 815, se it
was built befere 1878, Dr. A. S. Wright had it built, then when he moved inte
815, the Charles ¥rizht family lived there.

#£bout 1919, Harry Lilburn Hall and his wife, Annie Willson Hall (she wes a
native of Sebastepel) beuzht it froem the Wright's. Mr Hall had owned a ranch
on Wright Read, en which he raised heps. They seld the ranch when they meved
to tewn. -

The Hall's had eme son, Harry Willson Hall, whe werked fer the pest effice,
then was with Standard 0il Ce., im 1919 becoming the first owner in the county
of a privately owned service station. (Standard 0il, in Sebastopel. )

Harry married Elvira Kenwerthy, and they have one sen, James Willson Hall.

(In the 1890s, the Paul Hahman,Sr. family lived there, before building the
home at 718 McDonald.)

In 1947, it became the heme of Linus Byrne, with his wife Helen and child-~
ren John B, Byrne, (now of Sacramente) and Mary &nn, (new Mrs Raymond Marisni,
- parents of Anthony Michael). The Byrne's rented 805 until 1963, when they
purchased it. ; ‘

In the early 1960s, the heme was leased by Kenneth Blackmen and family, he
being with the city planning department. Wrs Helen Byrne Detwiler is now in
residence.

725

The eriginal hoeme en this site was a two stery Victorian, dating back te
the late 1870s er early 1880s., Then Byren M. Spencer, the first known res-
ident owner landed in Santa Rosa in 1874, he received e cordial welceme to
our c¢ity from the eold timers, but when he besan to build a frame grocery
stere on 4th st, he wendered if perchance he had committed some crime in his
youth, the memery of which eveér drove him to iselate himself in lenely places
from his fellow men - this was because, when he was preparing to go inte bus-
iness, 4th street was a thoroughfare eccupied enly by surveyers stakes - and
Main st (now Santa Rosa Ave and Mendecine 4dve} leeked eut inte the ceuntry."

But the street eutgrew itself and spread inte surreunding tracts. Another
source sayss " Bs M. Spencer arrived im Samta Rosa November, 1874, and rented
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the stere now occupied by Carithers and Brooks, later selling it %o J.C,
Gamble in 1876,

Under the name of Spencer end Armstrong, he started a business in the Mas-

B onic building In May, 1877, then moved across the strest Decembor, 1878, in

§ the Byimzten bleck.

! "Byron M. Spencer owned two fine residences on licDonald Avenue and cond-
ucted a large grecery store on Feurth st belew B St. He finalily sold out to
Thomas Brephy, whe came from Sleepy Eye, liinneseta. Spencer was one of the
organizers of the old Athaneaum Theater Co. and was fer some time its president?

My Spencer was bern in Albany Ue., N.Y. in 1842, He was employed by an im-
pert heuse in N.¥.C. fer ten years, then moved to Omaha, Neb. He was married in
1869 to Nellie M., Adams (of Maime) in Cemcerd, N.H. They had three children;
Harvey (died yoeung); Louis R. (with Marathon Paper ilill, Wausau, Wisconsin);
end Ealph J., whe served as quartermaster in the U.S. Navy, abeard the cruiser
Albeny. Byren Spencer was a Masen, and was also associated with the local
humane seciéty. lirs Spencer died in 1900.

The large family home had extensive grounds, with a family erchard, stables
and gardens. Sen Ealph, as reealled by a meighber, wes met abeve occasionally
lifting the keys to the Wright's stables and letting Fanny, the herse, out.
Then he weuld ride his bicycle dewn te Sante Rese Creek and met come _ back
until Mrs Spencer sent the maid after him.

(Apropos ef this recollection, Ismac (Ike) Parsons’ younger brother, Jehn,
once teok a donkey up to the belfry of the high scheel on Hallow'een, and left
it there. It dreve people crazy with its braying, end the fire department wes
finally called to remove the animal.)

The Joseph T. Grace family lived in the old home before they built their
levely mansion on Fenrth Street.

The next owners were the Maury Nelligam's, who beught it from the Spencer's,
some years before 1921. 1In that yeer Mrs Jeseph Nellizan (nmow lirs Marie Kelt-
ner) had a lying in hospitel in the old home. She generally had about three
patients at & time, sometimss as many as six. Some of the doetors who of#fic-
iated were Drs Benner, Temple and Pryor, (Marie Nelligan, daughter of Mrs Kelt-
ner, has been Uean of Girls at Slater Jr. High School since it wes bui 1.}

The present home at 725 was built in 1931 fer Maury Kelligan. Builder was
kobert #Whiting, and the cost was $17,000., It stayed in the Nelligan family
until 1935.

The new ewners then became lir and lirs Uenald No Carithers, whe had for a
time lived at 815. lir larithers was owner of the White House Dept Stere.

He was bern to & pioneer family in Sanmta Rosa, whe had started the White
House, with branches in Petaluma, Napa and Vallejoo

The Cerithers';, with their daughters Jeanne and Judith, lived there until
1957.

Dro William J, Rudee and his wife Helen, have made 725 their home since
then., Dr. Rudee is a graduate ef Stanfoerd Medical School, class of 1939:
lrs Rudee is a registered nurse, a graduate of Stanferd Schoel of Nursing;
and is cumrently en the Beard of Education of Santa Resa Scheels; their
children; Cerolyn Sheperd (Mrs Rebert G. Younz), graduste of U.C.,Santa Bar-
bara; Ann Rudee, graduate of U.C., with a Master's degree in psychology at
Sonoma State College; John Rudee, student at Oaicland College of Arts and
Crafts, and Elaine, a student at Colorade State Universityv.




